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THE ISSUE:

There is a need to provide our constituent base with an understanding of the
arine Sanctuary (MBNMS) and the issues facing the sanctuary. The Hispanic
e fastest growing population in the California central coast region and currently
nia’s population and 47% of Monterey County’s population.

BACKGROUND
INFORMATION

Merito is a Spanish word mean-
ing “merit” or “worth.” The
MERITO (Multicultural Education for
Resource Issues Threatening Oceans)
program is committed to providing pro-
grams and materials geared for diverse
multicultural communities. Prior to
implementation of this program, a lim-
ited number of bilingual programs and
resources were available to Spanish-
language citizens within the National
Marine Sanctuary Program (NMSP),
and its 13 sanctuaries. The initial focus
of the effort, launched in 2001, was

to identify target audiences within our
Hispanic community, and to work col-
laboratively to develop effective
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bilingual outreach and education pro-
grams addressing priority MBNMS
resource management issues.

Based on needs identified through an
assessment process, the MBNMS seeks
to develop and deliver bilingual out-
reach programs and materials that will
successfully inform Hispanic citizens
about threats to marine and coastal
environments. The programs that pres-
ently comprise the MERITO plan

were developed in direct response to
the issues and needs identified by our
Hispanic communities. An overview of
current programs follows.




